
 

 

Calf Health Scoring Guide 

0 1 
Cough 

None Coughs on movement 

Nasal discharge 
Normal serous 

discharge 
Small amount of 
unilateral cloudy 

discharge 

Bilateral, cloudy or 
excessive mucus 

discharge 

Copious bilateral 
mucopurulent discharge 

          
Eye scores 

Normal Small amount of ocular 
discharge 

Moderate amount of 
bilateral discharge 

Heavy ocular discharge 

             
Ear scores 

Normal Ear flick or head shake Slight unilateral droop Head tilt or bilateral 
droop 

            
Fecal scores 

Normal Semi-formed, pasty Loose, but stays on top 
of bedding 

Watery, sifts through 
bedding 

                
Nesting Score 1 2 3 

 Forelimbs completely 
covered by bedding 
when calf lying down 

Forelimbs partially 
visible when calf lying 

down 

All of forelimbs visible 
when calf lying down 

 
 



 

 

 

Udder Hygiene Scoring Guide 
 

    

SCORE 1 
Free of dirt 

SCORE 2 
Slightly dirty 

2 – 10 % of surface area 

SCORE 3 
Moderately covered with dirt 

10 – 30 % of surface area 

SCORE 4 
Covered with caked on dirt 

>30% of surface area 

 
 
 

Hock Scoring Guide 
 

   
 

SCORE 1 
No swelling. 

No hair is missing. 

SCORE 2 
Mild swelling and/or 

Bald area on the hock 

SCORE 3 
Swelling is evident or 

Lesion through the hide 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Water trough cleanliness

1. Clean trough, clean water – little 
evidence of feed, no film on walls 
or floor, water clear, easy to see 
trough bottom

2. Evidence of floating or submerged 
feed, film development on walls 
and floor, water clear

3. More floating or submerged feed 
that is decomposing, definite film 
on walls and floor, filamentous 
algae often with trapped gas 
bubbles, water clarity and quality 
affected

2.

1.

3.
 


